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A critical concern is keeping 
families together

▪ We urge vulnerable families to have a 
Written Safety Plan in case of 
emergency.

▪ This plan should include a completed 
Temporary Guardianship form. 

▪ This Safety Plan guide can assist 
families with documenting everything 
from medical information to emergency 
contacts.

Safety Planning for Immigrant Families
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Key Information on Family Members

Keep information in a safe, 
accessible location 

▪ Provide Emergency Contact and 
Temporary Guardian with a copy.

▪ Instruct family members (including 
children!) on where key documents 
are kept.

▪ Keep original documents and copies in 
separate secure locations. 

▪ Digitize documentation if possible  
and share with trusted contacts 



Temporary 
Guardianship 



• Guardianship is a legal tool parents can use to give 
temporary, daily parental rights and responsibilities 
over a child to another adult.

• Guardianship does NOT terminate parental rights.

• Short-term guardianship can be done out of court, 
without an attorney, and lasts for one year. 

• Permanent guardianship is ordered by a judge and 
remains in effect until the judge orders its end.

.

What is a guardian?



A guardian must agree to carry out the 
family’s safety plan and maintain the child’s 
essential needs and care.

• Ensure that the child receives: 
• Medical care
• Education 
• Food 
• Housing
• Clothing
• Caretaking of the child’s physical, mental, 

and emotional needs
.

What are a guardian’s responsibilities?



A guardian should be someone that the 
family can trust and ideally has a 
relationship with the child. 

Requirements:
• Adult (18+ years old)
• Consent to guardianship
• Reside in the United States (preferably with 

legal status) Mental capacity (of sound mind)
• No felony convictions
• No convictions for crimes that resulted in harm 

or threat to a child including sexual abuse
.

Who can be a guardian?



The Illinois-specific Temporary Guardianship form 
designates who will care for children under the age of 
18 if their parents are unable to engage in daily 
parenting duties such as of detention or deportation. 

Signatures are needed from one parent, two witnesses, 
and the designated guardian. 

Families should ensure the completed form is
• Filed with the child’s school.
• Given to the designated guardian.
• Stored securely with other documents.
.

What is temporary guardianship?



Temporary Guardianship

PROS: 
• No court or lawyer needed 
• Can last up to 365 days
• Can go into effect due to a 

specific event (detention or 
deportation, for example)

• Can be terminated at any time
• Easy and flexible
• Does NOT need to be 

notarized

CONS:
• Guardians may have issues 

with getting some public 
benefits for the child

• Renew one year after the 
effective date

• If only one parent signs the 
short-term guardianship, the 
other parent can revoke the 
document at any time



Step-by-Step Guide to Completing 
Illinois Temporary Guardianship Form 
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1. Guardianship form must be in 
English to be binding.  

2. Guardianship does not terminate a 
parent’s rights to their children. 

3. You do not need a notary, lawyer, 
or court process to appoint a 
temporary guardian. 

Final Reminders 



Legal document that allows someone else to temporarily manage 
property decisions for homes, bank accounts, cars, etc. 

Resources: 
• Organized Communities Against Deportations (OCAD): Family 

Preparedness Package
• https://www.organizedcommunities.org/family-preparedness-pack

age#PoA 

• North Suburban Legal Aid Clinic: Free Power of Attorney for 
Property Clinic 
• https://nslegalaid.org/articles/protecting-your-property-and-finan

ces-if-you-are-detained-or-deported-power-of-attorney/ 
.

Power of Attorney for Property 
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STAY CONNECTED

moran-center.org

@morancenter

For support or to refer 

a family: (847) 492 – 

1410 
Emma Soglin 
esoglin@moran-center.org


